
 

 

Dear WFJS and WFIS & Nursery parents 

 CHANGE TO INSET DAYS TO SUPPORT CRITICAL WORKER CHILDREN AND PARENTS 

We are writing to you today regarding our two upcoming INSET training days that we had 

planned for January 29th and February 22nd 2021 respectively. 

Wallace Fields Infant and Junior School Headteachers had a very productive, collaborative 

strategy meeting this week and as part of it, we discussed the next two planned INSET training 

days. We agreed, given the current circumstances, that it would be in the best interests of all 

families with children in nursery or attending school, as they are vulnerable or their parents 

are critical workers, to open the school on January 29th 2021 and have this as a normal 

school/nursery day for all.  

We also hope this will be helpful for children who are accessing remote learning from home 

to have a normal home learning day. We have therefore planned for all our children who are 

learning at home to have access to remote online learning as normal that day (albeit the infant 

school children will have a specific focus on mental health and well being). 

As we are sure you appreciate, at stressful and challenging times such as these, we feel that 

we must pull together to all do our best to support and help all our families. We believe that 

by remaining open this will help everyone keep a structure to their school and working day 

and allow critical workers to continue working. 

The INSET day scheduled for  January 29th will now move to Friday 18th June, and we are 

hopeful that children will also benefit from the change of date to later in the summer term 

where hopefully restrictions will be relaxed and therefore they will be able to make memories 

with their families and friends in what is also better weather! We do appreciate that this is a 

late change but we hope that you as parents understand our reasons for doing so. 

As you may be aware, this morning Gavin Williamson (Secretary of State for Education) talked 

on the news and stated that the Government was not currently in a position to let schools 

know any information regarding opening after the February half term. Moreover we are 

awaiting confirmation as to whether there is an expectation for schools to remain open during 

the half term break for children of critical workers. He did however say that he would provide 

schools and families with a 2 week notice period prior to the reopening of schools, which we 

would all welcome. Rest assured, as soon as we have any information regarding the reopening 

of our schools, or whether we will continue to provide online learning from Monday 22nd 

February we will of course let you know.  

 



 

 

Due to the uncertainties outlined above we have also decided to move our INSET day on 

Monday February 22nd to Friday April 30th, which again will allow families to have a long (and 

hopefully sunny) weekend as it falls on the May bank holiday weekend. We are also hoping 

that as life returns slowly back to normal, you will be able to plan a family event together. 

The INSET day on Friday May 28th, just before the summer term half term, remains the same. 

Therefore we are pleased to confirm our new INSET days for both school are as follows: 

Friday  30th April 2021 

Friday 28th May 2021 

Friday 18th June 2021 
 

Lastly to finish on what we believe is a very positive note, both schools are working 

collaboratively on many aspects of their approach to leadership and transition. We have 

benefited from meeting regularly (albeit virtually) to discuss the best way forward for both 

our schools in all manner of things. We have also planned for our teachers and senior leaders 

to have subject leader and strategic meetings together this term. We are also really pleased 

to have been able to agree the new INSET dates between the schools so successfully, as we 

know how appreciated and beneficial this is for our families, who have children attending 

both schools. We are also celebrating the fact that this is our very first joint letter from both 

schools – the first we hope of many to come! 

Once again, both schools would like to reiterate that should you have any problems or 

concerns, please do come and talk to us directly. We are of course here to listen and help in 

any way we can. 

We trust you understand our reason for changing our INSET days and please accept our 

apologies in advance for any inconvenience this may cause. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Nicky Mann & Jamie Hallums   Andréa Day 

WFIS & Nursery Co Headteachers  WFJS Acting Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


