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26th January 2021 
Dear WFIS & Nursery Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, we hope all our WFIS & Nursery families are doing well and have had as lovely a weekend as possible under 
the current circumstances – we are sure the exciting event of snow was a welcome distraction! 
 
As we are sure you are aware there is currently a great deal of speculation in the media about when schools will 
re-open, none of which have been confirmed. We very much appreciate that for many of our families, especially 
those who are supporting their children with remote learning at home, that this is an extremely challenging time. 
We would like to let you know that as school leaders we have had no further updates on the issue of the full re-
opening of our school and rest assured you will be the first to hear from us as soon as any further information is 
shared with us by the Department for Education. The purpose of this letter is to give you a few, hopefully helpful, 
updates on a range of relevant subjects at this time, including: 

o Lateral Flow Testing of staff 

o Drop off and collection time reminders 

o Half term critical workers provision 

o Technology purchase offer for remote learning 

o Reading Workshop for all parents 

o Social group activity reminder 

 

Lateral Flow Testing of Staff 
You may be aware that from this week, all adults working within our school and nursery will be offered the 
opportunity to take a Lateral Flow Test (LFT) at home twice a week; the testing regime aims to reduce transmission 
of COVID-19 by early identification of asymptomatic carriers of the virus. Testing is not compulsory, and will not 
replace any of our robust protective measures that are already in place to keep our school safe: HANDS-FACE-
SPACE.  There are no plans to test primary school children at present. 
 
If your child currently attends nursery or our Ocean Club provision, this may have implications for your family in 
the coming weeks. Should a member of staff receive a positive result from the LFT test, then they, along with 
identified close contacts, will need to self-isolate following government guidelines. The member of staff will then 
need to arrange a PCR test for confirmation at a local test centre. This will mean that we may need to close any 
bubbles affected within the school, and if this is the case, we will contact you to let you know. We therefore ask 
that you have short-notice childcare options in place. As and when this situation should arise we will confirm 
whether the closure is for 10 days as soon as we receive the result of the PCR test.  
 
While we understand that this may well be disruptive for you as parents and may be difficult to manage, however 
we sincerely hope that this development will help us to identify positive cases more quickly and break the chains 
of transmission. Up to one in three people who have the virus have it without symptoms (they are asymptomatic) 
so could be spreading the disease unknowingly.  
 
We cannot begin to tell you how we are all very much looking forward to the day when we can welcome all our 
children back in school and we can enjoy being together again. Let us hope that this testing regime makes this 
happen a little sooner. 
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Drop off and collection times  
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you all of your specific drop off and pick up times for Nursery 

children and Ocean Club (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2). We have noticed an increasing number of children arriving 

outside of these times which are in place to support our protective measure arrangements and ensure appropriate 

distancing during drop off and pick up. Thank you as always for your cooperation and support with these 

arrangements. 

Ocean Club children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children: 8.50–8.55am drop off and collection at 3.15pm.  

Big Stars Nursery children: 8.45-8.50am drop off and collection between 11.45-11.50am (Big Rockets collection 

3.10-3.15pm). 

Little Stars Nursery children: 12.30-12.35pm drop off and collection at 3.30pm (Little Rockets drop off 8.45-

8.50am). 

Half term critical worker provision 
We are currently in discussion with SCL, our holiday club provider, about opening during the half term break on 

Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February. This provision is only for those children currently attending school 

as part of our Ocean Club. SCL, who have a long and very successful history of running the school holiday clubs, are 

very keen to continue to provide this provision again, but would need a certain amount of children to attend in 

order for the costs to be viable. SCL will contact eligible families separately. Unfortunately, under current 

government guidelines, SCL can only offer this provision to children who currently attend school during this period 

of partial closure. 

Technology purchase for remote learning 
As you are already aware, we have been working tirelessly on providing the very best remote learning package 

for our children as possible.  In order for the children to take full advantage of this style of teaching, this requires 

families to be in a position to allow their child/ren access to a remote learning device during the hours of 9am to 

3pm.  We appreciate that this is not always easy and that many families will not have sufficient devices to allow 

every member of the household to have access at the same time. Unfortunately, as an infant school, we do not 

qualify for any funding under the current Covid Government Technology Scheme to purchase additional laptops 

or other electronic learning devices for pupil use at home. Therefore we have no additional means of procuring 

supplementary computer equipment and we have already loaned our existing stock of devices to identified 

families.   

 

We have some exciting details of a new scheme we have been made aware of via our IT Support company, 

Eduthing, where parents can purchase equipment at special education sector pricing. This is in partnership with 

Edutech Zone and a leading education charity. Their student programme is a great way for parents to access the 

latest technology devices to support their child’s educational development.  The main advantages of the scheme 

are: 
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 Parents get a choice of school approved devices such as 

Apple iPad or Chromebook  

 Special education sector pricing 

 No credit checks and no additional cost for monthly 

payment  

 Parents automatically own the device at the end 

 Pupil Premium support 

 Simple ordering and payment options through one 

online portal that’s accessible from any device or 

location with an internet connection 

 Comprehensive support, including dedicated phone and 

email support and aftercare service benefit for 

disadvantaged students 

 Current packages available to parents include Package 1  

and 2 as described here:  

 

In order for us to proceed with this in conjunction with Eduthing, our IT support partners, we would ask parents 

to register their interest via a Microsoft Form link here no later than Sunday 31st January 2021. Upon receipt of  

all responses we will communicate further details. Please note, WFIS & Nursery do not benefit financially in any 

way from this scheme.  

 

Reading Workshop 
We are delighted to invite you to a WFIS & Nursery Parent Workshop with 
Lindsay Pickton from Primary Education Advisors  (please click on the link for 
more information about Lindsay) on Thursday 11th February 2021 between 
19:00–20:00.  
 
This will be a free virtual event for you funded by our wonderful WFIS & 
Nursery PTA who thought it would be an event that parents would very much 
welcome. 
 
The workshop will be focused on reading with your child at home, the 
importance of developing comprehension and how you can support your 
child with this when reading at home. There will also be time for questions within the session. This workshop is 
suitable for parents with children of all ages and we are sure that parents will appreciate this opportunity and 
hope you are able to attend the session.   
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=BF2e7Yt7AUuCZYkWsZeVgkYPTQ7K_U9IgTEWHXQzlaBUQUpZSE41NExHTVBLTVJMNVg1SFBXSjc1Vy4u
https://primaryeducationadvisors.co.uk/lindsay-pickton/
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Please see the invite below to access the event via Microsoft Teams. This can be accessed via the Teams app or 

through your desktop. 

 Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join the Reading Workshop on your computer or mobile app  

Click here to join the meeting  

Learn More | Meeting options  
  

Social group this week 
Just a reminder that this week Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 teachers will be running a social group activity for 

children who are not currently attending school and learning remotely. Individual 1:1 reads with the children will 

resume next week.  

Sending you our very best wishes during this time and as always, if you need any support, please do email the 

office and we will try to support you in any way we can (office@wallace-fields-infant.surrey.sch.uk).  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Mr Jamie Hallums and Miss Nicky Mann 
Co- Head Teachers 
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