Wallace Fields Infant School
& Nursery

NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents and Carers,
Friday 12th February 2021
It looks like we escaped some of the worst of the snow this week compared to other parts of the country, if not the ice cold
temperatures! It is hard to believe we have made it through to the end of this half term. It hasn’t been the easiest start to
the spring term for any of us, but we sincerely hope whether you child has been learning from home, or in school, that they
have enjoyed the learning experiences that have been provided. It was extremely useful to hear some feedback from
parents about our remote learning offer as part of the recent Governor of the Month visit (see below for a report), and we
will let you know about a few tweaks we will be making in due course. Just a quick reminder, if you have not signed up,
there is a virtual Reading Workshop for parents tonight (Thursday 11th February at 7pm). Sign up details are below.
It is with regret that we say goodbye to Miss Georgina Evangelos, who leaves us this for pastures new this week. Miss
Evangelos has been with WFIS & Nursery for just under a year and has been part of a job share in Year 1 this academic year,
as well as undertaking a very active role in our Pupil Parliament and leading PHSE for the school. Miss Evangelos has secured
a teaching position much closer to home and we wish her all the very best for the future. Badger Class Parents will already
be aware that Mrs Nicholson will now become the full time class teacher which will ensure minimal disruption for the
children. Have a lovely half term!
Miss Nicky Mann & Mr Jamie Hallums, Co-Head Teachers

Hi Kingfishers!
I am so proud of each and every one of
you! You have continued to work so hard
– whether you’re at home or at school. I
can’t believe that it’s already half term! I
hope you have the best time off with your
family and I’m sure you can share what
you get up to on our whole class Zoom
after half term!
Miss Cann

Hi Hedgehogs!
I can’t believe we have reached the end
of this half term already! It has gone so
fast. I am so proud of everything you
have achieved this half term and how
hard you have been working at home or
in the Turtles club! I hope you have a
super fun break with your families and I
will see you after half term.
Miss Russell

Hi Butterflies!
I can’t believe we’ve reached the end of
half term already! I have been so proud of
all of the amazing learning that you’ve been
doing at home and school every day and
hope you’ve enjoyed learning all about
boats. Your brains are growing so big and
you should be really proud of yourselves. I
hope you all have a lovely break and have
lots of fun. See you after half term!
Miss Steeper

Hi Owls!
Can you believe that it is half term already? I bet
you are all ready for a week of relaxation and
fun. I hope you have a great break from remote
learning. I have been so impressed with all your
learning this half term and I am so glad you have
enjoyed learning all about the Titanic. You
should be really proud of yourselves for keeping
motivated and working hard. See you after half
term! Miss Langley

Hi Badgers!
It’s the end of the half term already, it’s gone
so quickly! I’m super proud of all the
incredible remote learning you have
completed and of all the hard work the
Turtles have done at school. Well done to
you all for staying focused and positive
about your learning. Have a fantastic break
with your families, you deserve a week of
fun and relaxation.
Mrs Nicholson

Hi Bumblebees!
I hope that you have all been enjoying all of
your home learning for this week, I can see
that all of your brains are growing! You
should all be so proud of yourselves for all of
your learning that you have been completing
this half term. I can see how hard you have
all worked. I hope that you have a lovely
break and I will see you after half term!
Miss Davies
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Golden Ticket
Well done to the children who won a golden ticket this week for their efforts and achievements (see below)!
Keep up the great work everyone and we look forward to finding out who will be our golden ticket winners will be after half
term!

Kingfisher Class
Well done to Imogen for making lots of progress in her
learning during this half term. Imogen, I have seen
massive improvements in your handwriting, maths and
English activities. I especially liked your Titanic video of
you as a passenger – it was superb! Well done you.

Owl Class
Well done to Freddie W for
producing this eye-catching
poster to teach people why
they must be an upstander
and not a bystander when
they witness bullying. He
wrote an acrostic poem to get
his message across and we
were so impressed!

Hedgehog Class

Badger Class

Well done to Marta for her amazing diary entry and
dressing up as a passenger aboard the Titanic. She
worked so hard to make sure she used her capitals
letters and full stops. Marta even challenged herself to
use ‘because’ in her writing! I am super proud of you,
keep up your hard work!

Well done to Harry for his wonderful diary entry written
as a 1st class passenger aboard the Titanic! He included all
the features of a diary entry and included lots of great
connectives – we were so proud Harry!

Butterfly Class
A huge well done to Jenny this
week who has shown excellent
effort with her phonics learning,
both at home and at school. Jenny
was able to use her sounds that
we had been looking at in our
phonics lesson to help her write a
sentence. She even remembered
a full stop at the end of her
sentence. Keep up the great
learning Jenny, I am very proud
of you!

Bumblebee Class
Well done to Tendo for creating his own paper plate
boat! Tendo thought very carefully about which
materials he wanted to use for his boat, creating
different textures. He even made sure that his boat was
able to move! Well done Tendo, I am very proud of you.
Keep up all of your amazing learning.
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Non-Screen Day!
After the success of our non-screen day to launch
Children’s Mental Health Week we have decided that
after half term we will set aside an afternoon a week for
your child to take part in a well-being activity. This will
be known as ‘Well-Being Wednesday’.
You will receive a grid of suggested ideas of activities, for
the entire half-term, for your child to take part in to
promote and support their social, emotional and
personal development. These activities are noncompulsory and are there to promote a healthy balance
between remote learning and personal well-being.
Your child will still receive the full remote learning offer,
as outlined in our remote learning policy, but we
encourage the children to take a well-deserved break
away from the screens and from schoolwork on a
Wednesday afternoon.
Please note, we do not expect parents to record or
upload anything onto Class Dojo in response to Wellbeing Wednesdays as we realise this may feel like added
pressure. We hope you agree that this will highly benefit
the children in our school.

Governor of the Month!
Mr Jonathan Albert
Vice Chair of Governors

Last Friday, I enjoyed another governor of the month day at WFIS &
Nursery. However, similar to everything else during this difficult time,
the day was an unusual one; spent on a screen in meetings, rather
than walking the school and enjoying the usual buzz and excitement
of lessons, lunchtime and activities. It was great to catch up with the
staff, where I met with the Co-Headteachers, Maths and Safeguarding
leads. In governor meetings we are always provided with a wealth of
useful school data to assess, however, having the opportunity to
analyse the Maths in more detail proved very productive. The
overwhelming highlight appears to be the success of the school’s new
maths mastery approach. Utilising Power Maths and White Rose over
the last year has transformed the way Maths is taught and whilst this
difficult period has been unsettling for all, excellent foundations are
being embedded in maths concepts, reducing the disruption to your
child’s progress upon their return to school.
Along with conversations around progress in school generally, the
focus of my day was on the provision of remote learning. I had the
pleasure of gaining a greater understanding of what is on offer, both
from a staff’s perspective and importantly hearing feedback from
parents in Year 1 and Year 2. The school have clearly set their vision
for remote learning and communicated this thoroughly within several
letters over the last few weeks. The use of ClassDojo and resources for
lessons has clearly been a success, along with the initiatives to create
a sense of community and social interaction through 1-2-1 reads, class
meetings and monitoring of engagement, etc. Having three children
myself at home, during this time we are all aware of the importance
of mental health and that children are missing their friends. Mental
Health week was celebrated with a focus of ‘Express Yourself’ and the
school are continuing to focus on wellbeing over the coming weeks.

Shining Stars Nursery – New
Structure
We are really excited to let you know we are
launching a new Shining Stars structure in
September 2021 to increase availability and
flexibility for parents. Please click here to find out
more.

I was exceptionally grateful to the parents I met for their honest
feedback. The leadership team was keen to listen as always and were
delighted with the overall positivity of its provision. Parents
highlighted the flexibility and planning of the offering was
exceptionally helpful in managing their time and were very grateful to
all the staff. Looking ahead, we all hope schools will return to normal
in March and your children will enjoy being back where they belong in front of their teachers and surrounded by friends. The school are
already planning how to identify possible gaps in knowledge upon the
pupils return, in order to minimise the impact of this unbelievable
year. This has been a terribly challenging time for everyone involved.
From the school’s perspective, all staff will be missing your children
enormously and certainly didn’t enter the profession to sit behind a
screen. Likewise as parents, managing home-schooling whilst working
is tremendously stressful, therefore we all hope the end is now in
sight. Children are incredibly robust and adaptable and although they
will inevitably be missing their friends, they are and will be always be
part of the WFIS & Nursery family. I look forward to hopefully seeing
you and your children at a function this summer term!
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Pirate Themed Day – Year 1 & Year 2
Aargh M’Hearties! On Monday 22nd February 2021 children in Year 1 and Year 2 will be
taking part in a very special pirate-themed day.
The Key Stage 1 teachers have been busy planning exciting activities for the children to
take part in both at home and at school and we are inviting all children to dress up as a
pirate for the day.
You will see the pirate day grid of activities on your Class Dojo and the teachers look
forward to seeing as many children as possible on the two Zoom calls that they have
planned – the invites will be emailed directly to you.

Recent Communication regarding
Learning Devices Purchasing Scheme
for Parents
You may recall that we wrote to you recently regarding a company
called Edutech Zone who run a scheme to allow parents to
purchase learning devices for their children at discounted rates via
their children’s school.
Thank you to those parents who registered an interest in this
scheme. Unfortunately, due to the relatively low level of interest
received, Edutech will not be pursuing this scheme at WFIS &
Nursery.
Our own IT support company have kindly offered to point parents
in the right direction regarding suitable devices for their children
and we would ask any parents requiring further assistance with
this to email our School Business Manager, tara.cooke@wallacefields-infant.surrey.sch.uk who will liaise with our IT technical
support company on your behalf to provide a list of suitable
devices and where these can be purchased by parents.

Families LSB Magazine

Department for Education guidance states that schools have
no obligation to inform parents of a positive case confirmed
within the school where their children are not ‘close
contacts’. However at Wallace Fields Infant School and
Nursery, in the interests of open communication, we have
taken the decision to inform parents of all positive cases
confirmed within the school. Parents can remain reassured
that staff or children who are not identified as close contacts
are at no more risk than the general public.
In the interests of transparency, we will publish WFIS &
Nursery Covid 19 data on a weekly basis as below:
Week beginning 8th February 2021:

Please click here to view the
January/February 2021 edition
of Families LSB Magazine.

0 – Staff Positive Cases
0 – WFIS Positive Cases
0 – Shining Stars Positive Cases
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Parent Workshop
We are delighted to invite you to a WFIS & Nursery
Parent Workshop with Lindsay Pickton from Primary
Education Advisors (please click on the link for more
information about Lindsay) TONIGHT Thursday 11th
February 2021 at 19:00 – 20:00.

We have been so impressed with Butterfly Class for
engaging with the most sessions on Reading Eggs this
week.

This will be a free virtual event for you funded by our
wonderful WFIS & Nursery PTA who agreed to fund this
as they thought it would be an event that parents would
very much welcome.
The workshop will be focused on reading with your child
at home, the importance of developing comprehension
and how you can support your child with this when
reading at home. There will also be time for questions
within the session. This workshop is suitable for parents
with children of all ages and we are sure that parents will
appreciate this opportunity and we do hope you are able
to attend the session.
Please see the invite below to access the event via
Microsoft Teams. This can be accessed via the Teams
app or through your desktop.

Microsoft Teams meeting

Congratulations to Kugan T, Jessamine W, Noemie W,
Hudson S, Robin O, Eesa H, Ivy M-R & Maya S who
were our Reading Egg superstars this week!

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting
Learn More | Meeting options

We have the following places available
at WFIS & Nursery for children in the
following years:

Change4Life

Academic Year 20/21 Big & Little Little Stars Full Day Sessions – Spaces
(to be booked on a termly basis)
Academic Year 21/22 Big Stars – FULL –
Book Now

Change4Life have created recipes and shopping lists for
families which can be used to create lunches for around
£15.00 each week. Please click here for more
information.

Academic Year 21/22 Little Stars – Spaces available–
Book Now
Reception – FULL
Year 1 – FULL
Year 2 – FULL
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SHINING STARS
NURSERY
Hello..
What a busy half term we have had. We hope you all have a restful break
and come back ready to learn! After half term we will be learning all
about frogs, focusing on the story ‘The Teeny Weeny Tadpole’.
For our children who are continuing to stay at home Mrs Piercy has loved
seeing some of you on Zoom and we have loved seeing your photos on
Tapestry. All children should also have a login for Purple Mash which has
lots of fun learning activities.
Miss Barron & Mrs Dave

Our Big Stars group activities this week
are…




Our Big Stars table top activities this week
are…



Looking at non-fiction books about tadpoles &
frogs.
Learning about the different stages of a frog’s
life cycle.
Exploring moving like a frog.



Home learning ideas
I wonder if you can make your own picture
to represent a frog’s life cycle?

Exploring building a pond for the frogs to live in.
Making our own frogs – I wonder if we can fold
the paper forwards and backwards to make its
legs?
Counting the correct number of frogs onto
numbered lily pads – I wonder if we can make a
guess at how many frogs are in a group without
counting them?

In Little Stars we will be…
.




Singing 5 little speckled frogs.
Painting our very own speckled frogs.
Learning about the frog’s life cycle.
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