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This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning at Wallace Fields Infant 
School & Nursery.  It lays the foundations for the whole curriculum, both formal and informal and forms the context 
in which all other policy statement should be read and should be read alongside the curriculum policy. 
 
It was developed through a process of consultation with teaching staff and governors. 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually.   
 
WHAT IS TEACHING AND LEARNING? 
 
Learning can be defined as an alteration in long-term memory. If nothing has changed in long-term memory, nothing 
has been learned. Learning involves gaining knowledge and skills over time, and progress means knowing more and 
remembering more. Appendix 1 sets out the strategies teachers use to ensure children know more and remember 
more and alter children’s long term memory.  

Our vision is that every child, regardless of their individual needs or starting points, experiences high-quality 
teaching and learning through a broad, ambitious and inclusive curriculum. Every teacher at our school is a teacher 
of everyone; by this we mean that high-quality teaching is the first response to supporting all children to thrive. 
When we talk about children at our school thriving, we mean that our children are equipped with everything that 
they need to live in an ever-changing world. Every lesson that is taught is delivered with the aim that children thrive 
for life not just for their time with us. Every child who attends our school gets the best possible deal. 

We have defined High Quality teaching as: 

 
 
 

 
 

https://academic.oup.com/jope/article/57/1/214/6985791
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/772056/School_inspection_update_-_January_2019_Special_Edition_180119.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/772056/School_inspection_update_-_January_2019_Special_Edition_180119.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/772056/School_inspection_update_-_January_2019_Special_Edition_180119.pdf


 

 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 
 
 

 

 

At Wallace Fields Infant School and Nursery we aim to…. 

✓ Provide a happy, caring and stimulating learning environment in which children and staff feel valued 

✓ Ensure motivation, confidence amd enthusiasm for life long learning, through celebrating effort, achievements and differences 

✓ Develop an understanding and appreciation of the world in which we live and to take an active part in caring for our environment 

✓ Inspire confidence, independence and resillience by nurturing a passion and love for learning 

✓ Promote sensitivity towards others 

✓ Value the partnership between governors, parents and staff to provide the best possible education for all 

✓ Understand, respect and value the ever changing world in which we live 

✓ Promote a ‘can do’ attitude in all learners so that every child achieves their very best 

✓ Use technology in a thoughtful and respectful way to enhance learning.  

Introduction 

This document lays out the strategies and principles for teaching and learning at Wallace Fields Infant School & Nursery.  It was developed using current research alongside 
discussion with teachers and senior leaders. 

“High achievement and success… with a smile!” 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Appendix 1 

Principles of Instruction 

Cognitive Load Theory 

At Wallace Fields Infant School & Nursery children make excellent progress by knowing more and remembering more. Teachers 

design strategies to maximise learning so that children can handle and retain new information. Children learn more when teachers 

tailor lessons matched to their existing knowledge or skill. Learning will stop or be slowed if the working memory is overloaded. 

• Teachers tailor lessons matched to their existing knowledge or skill. Learning will stop or be slowed if the working memory 

is overloaded. 

• Worked examples are given when new content or skills is being taught 

• Teachers ensure that inessential information that is not directly relevant  does not hinder learning 

• Teachers present information both orally and visually  

Rosenshine’s Principles of instruction 

• Present new information in small steps– Teachers limit how much new material children receive at one time.  

• Modelling and scaffolding is used to give children descriptions, images and methods they can return to.  

• Questioning– Teachers use questioning as an effective form of assessment  and use a variety of techniques to understand 

children’s thinking and deepen their understanding.  

• Review material– Teachers start the lesson with a review of recent learning to embed previous learning to the long term 

memory. Teachers review learning weekly and monthly.  

• Teachers provide practise for all children, get them ready for independent practise and guide and monitor this practise. 

 

  

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Examples / Non-examples 

Examples and non-examples are used to teach children a concept; they are visual and allow children to not over generalise about 

a concept. 

When showing an example, visuals will be given to show a range of representations including differing colour or size.   

Examples: 

 

 

Non-Examples: 

Children can learn what a concept is by learning what it is not. It supports children not to overly generalise. Good non-examples 

include only one difference and use consistent language. The example and non-example only have one quality that is different, 

and that quality is very close. 

  



 

 
 

Partially-worked Examples / Worked Examples 

Backward Fading 

Backward fading is used to ensure children’s working memory is not overloaded. It leads to a break down of learning through 

guided practise to independent practise. 

 

Worked examples: Maths 

 

Partially-worked examples: Maths 

 

Independent practise: Maths 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Worked example: English 

The teacher will write a simple sentence using ‘think aloud’ to identify the components needed to write a sentence, modelling 

the use of finger spaces, capital letters, full stop and using sound buttons. 

 

Partially-worked example: English 

This partially worked example includes a picture of the second part of the text for children. It uses fading to scaffold children 

with part of the sentence included. It allows children to complete the sentence using their sounds and digraph knowledge, whilst 

seeing the sentence structure. 

 

Independent practise: English  

Children will independently write a sentence using their sound mats. 

 

 



 

 
 

Questioning to Identify Misconceptions 

Hinge questions are used as a form of formative assessment at any point in the lesson to inform responsive teaching and next 

steps for pupil learning. Responses to hinge questions should be gathered in less than 2 minutes; allow responses from the 

whole class; make thinking visible and make misconceptions clear; and include plausible distractors in order to make the 

thinking clear.  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Visuals Representations to Match Explanations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limited use of wording and visuals are used on PowerPoint/Interactive Whiteboard presentations in order to limit 

cognitive overload. Some examples of visual representations to match explanations include: 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Organisers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagrams: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Drawings: 

  



 

 
 

Retrieval 

Retrieval practise refers to the act of recalling information from memory (with no or little support). It cements learning into the 

long term memory, which should enable that information to become easier to retrieve in the future.  Retrieval practise is used 

regularly throughout the day using some of the below strategies. Some further examples can be found here.  

  

  

file://///ad.sfet.org.uk/sfet$/shared/Curriculum/Retrieval%20Practice


 

 
 

Interactions in the Early Years 

The ShREC approach outlines a set of specific evidence-informed strategies that can be embedded into every day practice. We 

use this approach in our interactions within the Early Years.  

 

Share attention: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Respond: 

 
Ensure that responses follow the child’s lead. You could make a brief comment on what they can see, hear or feel. 

The key here is ‘brief comment’. This interaction must not be overbearing.  

Expand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

In order to expand the child’s vocabulary and knowledge you 

should repeat what the child says and build on it by adding more 

words to turn it into a sentence.  

 

Conversation: 

Play close attention to what the child is interested in by observing 

and listening first to any discussions. From here you can confirm 

whether you’ve understood this correctly by asking the child to clarify what they said or by repeating what you think 

they said back to them. This will lead to you being able to have extended back and forth interactions ensuring you 

give children time to listen, process and reply. 

 

Scaffolding 

Adaptive teaching in a responsive way, including by providing targeted support to pupils who are struggling, is likely 

to increase pupil success. (Early Careers Framework-Standard 5-Adaptive teaching) At Wallace Fields Infant School 

and Nursery, we provide adaptive teaching through the use of scaffolding using the ‘Five-A-Day’ Principle. This 

principle can support teachers to consider when and how scaffolds might be implemented for everyone, becoming a 

fundamental part of high-quality teaching, rather than an add-on. 

See the below document for further information on scaffolding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Quality First Teaching Strategies 

Quality First Teach (Wave 1) at WFIS & Nursery 
‘Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the pupils in their class, including 

where pupils access support from teaching assistant or specialist staff.’ (SEND Code of Practice) 

High quality adaptive teaching for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or may have 

SEND. Additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality teaching. All pupils will 

benefit from access to the following specified to key areas of pupils learning:  

Communication 
and Interaction 
 
 

 ‘Give Me 5!’ – whole body listening strategies 

 Visual timetables or instructions using Widget symbols 

 Clear instructions/information given by the teachers (not multi-step) 

 Speaking frames/language structures on the board 

 Oracy activities, especially before writing 

 Calm environments 

 Clear and simple ‘Success Criteria’ 

 Support and development as a priority in the EYs- teaching good communication skills from the 
start of nursery  

 Structured routines 

 Purposeful use of adults who have a clearly defined role in the lesson 

Cognition and 
Learning 

 See ‘Five-A-Day’ Scaffolding above.  

Social, Mental 
and Emotional 
Health 

 WFIS & Nursery has a consistent behaviour code throughout the school 

 Give regular praise to reinforce and encourage good listening and learning behaviour. (Positive 
redirection- telling them what to do rather than what not to) 

 Peer support and carefully considered seating plans 

 Zones of Regulation (ZoR) embedded throughout the school 

 Giving positions of responsibility to promote positive self-esteem. 

 We build positive relationships with the children and families 

 Assemblies are themed to reinforce our ‘rules’ and positive behaviours including a celebration 
assembly which celebrates the children’s achievements 

 Circle time and PSHE is delivered as part of the curriculum 

Sensory and/or 
physical needs 

 Multi-sensory teaching techniques 

 Classrooms and school are accessible to all pupils 

 Sensory resources to support learners 

 Talk partners and talk for writing learning opportunities planned for 

 Smartboards/ICT in every lesson to enhance learning opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Friendly Classroom 

 

SEND Friendly Classroom Key Characteristics at Wallace Fields Infant School & Nursery 

• High expectations are made explicit for all pupils 

• The classroom environment and resources provided support pupils to learn independently. 

• Lessons are well planned with clear, focused learning objectives and success criteria. 

• Reasonable adjustments and special educational provision are planned effectively. 

• A range of effective teaching strategies and approaches to engage and support individual needs are 

in place. 

• The pitch and pace are appropriate to the learning needs of the pupils, ensuring effective challenge. 

• The teacher and other adults model and explain effectively. 

• The teacher and other adults use high level questioning to support and challenge pupils. 

• There are high levels of engagement and interaction for all pupils. 

• Opportunities for learning through individual and group discussion are provided. 

• Opportunities for pupils to work independently and collaboratively are provided. 

• Effective feedback is used to move pupils on in their learning. 

• Encouragement and praise are used effectively to engage and motivate pupils. 

• Pupils are able to confidently and accurately engage in self and peer assessment to identify next 

steps for learning.  

• Additional adults are deployed effectively to support pupil progress. 

Classroom environment must haves:  

✓ Visual Timetables using the Widgit visual cards displayed clearly and updated throughout the day. 

✓ Carpet manner visuals ‘good looking’, ‘good listening’, ‘good sitting’ are at the front of the 

classroom and can be used as non-verbal reminders. 

✓ Zones of regulation clearly displayed within the classroom 

✓ Resources available at hand to support pupils e.g. sound mats, number lines, task boards etc…  

As a result of the above, all pupils: 

- Show high levels of engagement with their learning 

- Take ownership over and responsibility for their learning 

- Are motivated and enjoy their learning 

- Become increasingly independent and resilient learners 

- Make good or outstanding progress, demonstration new knowledge and/or understanding.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing Children’s Independence 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

  



 

 
 

Every Second Counts 

 

 



 

 
 

Additional Adult Support  



 

 
 

Golden Questions for EYFS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


