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Welcome to Year 1
Our Year One Team!

Badger Class Hedgehog Class

Miss Selfe – Class Teacher               Miss Russell – Class Teacher

Mrs Wadey – Assistant Teacher                                        Miss Grover – Assistant Teacher

This year Mrs Lane will be Year One Lead and will be supporting in both classes, 

teaching and working with small groups on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.



Welcome to Year 1
Our new curriculum at WFIS allows practises from
EYFS to be bought into Year One. The children will have
regular ‘Task Times’ (similar to Discovery), both inside
and outside.

The Year One Curriculum has high expectations and will
be challenging for all children.



Reading 
This year we are changing our approach to reading.

Over the past year we trialled a new approach to group reading which has 
allowed all children to access high quality texts, regardless of decoding skills, 
and answer a variety of carefully planned comprehension questions.

Throughout the week all children will take part in two group reading sessions; 
1 group read and 1 whole class read – both of which will have stickers that will 
be stuck in their reading record, explaining what we have learnt about. The 
stickers may sometimes have questions to go over at home, this is not 
something you have to do, but it would be of benefit to your child. They will 
be developing their inference, retrieval, vocabulary, prediction and 
sequencing skills. 

Children who still need support with their decoding skills will still read 
individually with an adult at least once a week and throughout the year all 
children will be heard to read individually during our assessment weeks (every 
half term).

The best way you can support your children with reading is to listen 
to them read at home every day.



Phonics and Spelling
Children will be receiving daily phonics teaching where the
activities are planned to cater individual needs. Your child will have
a phonics book where the sounds of the week will be stuck. Please
look over these at home.

We are no longer doing spelling tests as research shows they have
very little impact on children’s spelling ability.

We believe this new system will allow us to assess the children
more effectively and lessen the anxiety many children feel towards
the Friday spelling test.

We are now doing weekly spelling rules which will be sent home in
your child's yellow ‘Spelling Book’. You can look over this with your
child at home and see if you can spot the rule in any of your reading
books (They might not be there, but keep an eye out!) If you would
like to practise writing words with the spelling rule in you can, but
this is not expected.



Phonics and Spelling
You will shortly be receiving a list of Common Exception Words.

This list of words have been taken from the Year One National
Curriculum and the children are expected to be able to spell all of
these words by the end of Year One.

Every half term the children are assessed on these and the words they
are able to spell will be highlighted in pink. Please continue to practice
the remaining words at home.

Common Exception spellings are also discretely taught as part of our
English and Maths lessons, however we would like your support
throughout the school year with practising to spell these words at
home as well.



Writing
Your child will be supported in their writing in a variety of ways 
including word mats and modelled examples. 

We have introduced the children to handwriting paper – this may be a 
tricky concept to begin with but we know they will get there!

To link with our weekly spelling rule, we will be sending home a 
handwriting sheet on a Friday. Please practise handwriting at home and 
ensure the folder is in your child’s book bag throughout the week. Your 
children will receive verbal feedback for their handwriting efforts.

They will also receive regular handwriting sessions where they can 
practise their cursive handwriting. By the end of Year One, the 
children will be expected to be using cursive script to join their 
letters. The children will not be looping their letters until Year 2; g, y, 
j, etc. 



Maths
Your child will be supported in their maths learning through 
both practical and written tasks. An emphasis will be put on 
using resources including dienes, bead strings, number 
squares, cubes and numicon, etc. 

The children will be taught how to use their resources to 
support their understanding of the concepts. 

There will be a high expectation of layout in books –
children to be expected to write one digit in each box. This 
will be modelled to them repeatedly throughout the year. 



Book of Brilliance
Your child will have received their Book of Brilliance.

This will have half termly activities in that link with our
topic. Your child is expected to complete at least one of
the activities each half term.

There are also maths activities in the book that you can
access if you wish. These activities involve basic skills and
understanding that will support your child’s maths learning
throughout Year One.



P.E
Our Year One P.E sessions are as follows:

Badger – Tuesday morning

Hedgehog – Tuesday afternoon

SCL every other week (Friday)

Children’s P.E. kits will ideally stay in school until half term when they
will go home for a wash!

Please ensure that all items in your child’s P.E kit are clearly named,
including plimsolls!

Could you make sure your child also has a pair of named jogging bottoms,
as we do often go outside for P.E, even in colder months.



SCL
On SCL days (see below) we are encouraging children to 
come to school in tracksuit bottoms (of their choice), 

Velcro trainers and their school top and jumper instead 
of their school uniform.

SCL Dates for your class:

20th September – Hedgehog

27th September – Badger

4th October – Hedgehog 

11th October - Badger

18th October – Hedgehog

25th October - Badger



Snacks…
Children have fruit in the morning at playtimes. Fruit
donations from home are welcomed.

Named water bottles can be brought in and kept in the
classroom for drinking when needed.

There are water fountains in our cloakroom and outside
for playtimes and lunchtimes.

If your child’s name is on the milk list, they will have a
milk each day.



End of the day
It is important that we see who each child is going home with, so we ask
you for your patience while we get to know you and recognise all your
faces!

Please write any changes to your child’s pick up arrangements in the
going home books, which are found outside the Year Two classrooms in
the playground each morning.

It is very important that you fill this book out, especially if your child is
going home with someone who is unknown to the teacher. If this happens
and the book hasn’t been filled out, the teacher will need to call you for
confirmation before she can hand your child over to another adult.

If you are unable to write in the book yourself or have a change of plan
during the school day you can always ring the school office and let them
know and they will write it in the book for you.



Curriculum Worksshop
In the Spring Term, there is an opportunity for parents
to join us for a curriculum workshop.

This workshop will focus on the Year One phonics
screening and will take parents through:

 All we do at school to prepare the children for the
screening

 Explain the process of the screening itself

 How parents can support their children at home

The date for this talk is Tuesday 3rd March



Trips
You will soon know all about the exciting trips going on in
Year 1 – we are keeping them slightly more secretive
this year to keep the awe and wonder within our topic
based curriculum!

We will ask for helpers to join us and really appreciate
your support with trips. Without your help we cannot go!
Thanks in advance for your time.



Book Bag Bits n Bobs!
Please see below what to expect in your child’s book bag
each week!

Monday – Spelling Rule Book & Phonics Book and New
Reading Book

Tuesday – New Reading Book

Wednesday – New Reading Book

Thursday – New Reading Book

Friday – Handwriting Application Sheet and

New Reading Book



Thank you for 
listening!

Any questions? Please 
feel free to ask we will 
do our best to answer 

them! 


