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Pre Writing 
information   

In order for your child to be ‘ready to write’ they need to 
develop the following muscles: core muscles, shoulder 
muscles, elbow, wrist and finger muscles.  



Cursive handwriting 

Cursive writing is an introduction to joined up writing. Cursive writing is a 
style of writing where each letter has a “lead in” and an “exit” stroke.  
 
We teach cursive writing explicitly from Reception to prepare the 
children for joining their letters when they are more confident with letter 
formation.  
 
It is easier for the children if they are taught cursive letter formation 
from the beginning of their education rather than trying to reteach them 
when they are older, as they will have to relearn letter formations.  
 
 
During our phonics sessions when your child is learning a digraph sound, 
we are modelling and encouraging children to join the letters.  
 



Pencil Grips 
Over the course of this academic year you will have noticed 
that your child’s pencil grip is developing through the stages, 
as seen below.   
 
The expectation is that your child will leave Reception with a 
strong tripod grasp. A strategy that we use to help children 
with their pencil grip is called ‘the flip’! When writing at home 
with your child please encourage them to use the tripod grip.  
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Language we use  
Lead ins: When writing cursively the letters all start from the baseline. The lead in is 
the path that your pen or pencil takes to lead into the formation of the letter.  
 
Exits: The exits are the lines that come out of the letter once it has been formed. 
When the children begin to join their letters and they will use the exits to move 
between the letters. This helps with the fluency of the child’s writing.  
 
Finger spaces- Finger spaces are the spaces we have between words in sentences. 
We have been teaching the children that the correct space to leave between each 
word in approximately the size of your index finger.  We encourage the children 
when they are writing to write one word and then physically place their finger after 
it to ensure they leave a finger space. 
 
Segmenting sounds- We encourage the children to use their knowledge of sounds to 
help them spell when they are writing. The children are expected to segment the 
word into the sounds they know, for example sh/ee/p. 
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Kung-Fu Punctuation 
Kung-Fu Punctuation has recently been introduced to the children as a fun and 
engaging way to teach the children about punctuation. It is not only beneficial 
for their writing but also their reading.  
 
Full stop- One fisted hand pushing out to mark a full stop in a sentence 
alongside tongue clicking sound. 
 
Capital letter- Both arms straight above the head with palms together to signify 
 the height of capital letters. 
 
 



How we teach writing in 
Reception 

We explicitly teach cursive handwriting once a week to all children 
focussing on a group of letters with similar formations every week. 
For example the formation of “a” and “o” are very similar. 
 
We have handwriting books in which the children work in a small 
group to practise their cursive letter formations.  
 
All children have their own laminated name written cursively 
which they can access freely from their trays during child initiated 
learning time. 
 
Every member of staff writes cursively and we encourage the 
children to do the same.  
 



Writing Development 



Writing Assessment 

These are the statements that 
we’re working on currently 
with your child. (Development 
Matters, Literacy, Writing, 40-
60).  
At the end of Reception we 
expect children to reach the 
Early Learning Goal – 
highlighted in bold.  



Mathematics in Reception  
Curriculum Workshop 



Skills and Knowledge we’re developing 
in Mathematics 

Number facts 
Use & Apply skills and knowledge 

 Conceptual understanding 

 Generalise  

Perseverance  

Risk-takers 
Challenge 

Vocabulary 
Think mathematically  

Problem solvers 
Fluent calculators  

 



How does Mathematics fit into 
the EYFS? 

The prime areas of learning:  

- communication and language 
- physical development 
- personal, social and emotional development 

 

The specific areas of learning:  

-  literacy  

- Mathematics 

- understanding the world  

- expressive arts & design  

(DfE 2013)  



How is Mathematics taught in 
Reception? 

• Structured play, adult- led activities and child- 
initiated learning.  
 

• Cross-curricular learning encouraging children to 
apply their skills and knowledge in a variety of 
ways.   
 

• Whole-class teaching (10 – 15 minutes per day)  
 

• Teacher and TA weekly small focus-group 
teaching.  

 



Child Initiated Learning  

Child-led activities allow the children to follow their own 
interests and encourages children to find and solve 
mathematical problems that grab their attention.  



What Mathematics looks  
like in Reception 

Child-Initiated Play  
 

•Children choose their own mathematical learning, 
through visiting different ‘discovery time’ zones across 
Reception, including the outside area.   

•Allows children to explore different approaches and 
reach conclusions themselves  

•It allows them to practice skills and language in a safe 
and personal way  

•Encourages critical thinking, problem solving and 
perseverance  



What Mathematics looks  
like in Reception 

Adult-led Play: 
 

Allows adults to model mathematical skills and introduce 
concepts  
 
Adults can focus on specific aspects of learning and 
address misconceptions  
 
Adults can demonstrate and encourage the use of 
mathematical language  
 
Following our teacher observations and evaluations we 
revisit topics and concepts based on your child’s 
understanding. Therefore ensuring that pupils have a 
good understanding of all mathematical concepts.  

 
 

 



What Mathematics looks  
like in Reception 

Whole Class Teaching:  

 

• Miss Holgate and Miss Paterson plan together to 
introduce and teach key concepts consistently across 
the year group  

• Children work together to develop not only their 
mathematics abilities, but general listening and 
attention skills  

• Teachers teach and model skills, concepts and 
language and assess where more support may be 
needed  



Mastery in  
Mathematics 

Mastery in mathematics involves: 
• Deep and sustainable learning 
• Ability to build on something already mastered 
• Ability to reason about a concept and make 

connections to other concepts 
• Procedural and conceptual fluency  
• The understanding of how and why it all works  

 



Mastery in  
Mathematics 

Stages of development in 
Mathematics: 
• Stable order principle 

(counting in order e.g. 1 to 10) 
• One to one principle (careful 

counting) 
• Cardinal principle (when you 

count the number of objects, 
the number of items in total is 
the last number spoken) 

• Order irrelevance principle  
• Abstract principle  

Alongside this: 
 
• Knowing number facts from 

1 to 10. 
 

• Ability to subitise (knowing 
that there is still 5 objects 
even if you cover them 
with you hand)  
 

• Number recognition  



Mastery in  
Mathematics 

There are three forms of knowledge: 
 
1.Factual: I know… 
2.Procedural: I know how… 
3.Conceptual: I know why…  

 
 

The children do not need to just know if the answer is 
correct, they need to know why. For example when sharing 
objects children need to understand their answer is correct 
– because we have the same amount of objects.  



Assessment in  
Mathematics 

These are the statements that 
we’re working on currently with 
your child. (Development Matters, 
Mathematics, Number, 40-60).  
At the end of Reception we 
expect children to reach the Early 
Learning Goal – highlighted in 
bold.  



How you can help your child  
with Mathematics at home 

• Mathletics! This is a very fun and interactive 
resource for your child to explore.  

• Digit formation. We have number rhymes to support 
children forming each number.  

• Mathematical vocabulary 
• Remodel – vocabulary/counting sequences  
• Make mathematics everyday & every moment  

 



Thank you very much for listening, we hope that this 
workshop has been useful for you. If you have any 

further questions please do not hesitate to come and 
chat to us! 

Thank You 



Any Questions? 


