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Welcome to Year 1 
The Year 1 team would like to welcome all the children 
and parents/carers.  The children have an exciting and 
challenging year ahead of them.  

 

There are some changes in how the children learn 
compared to Reception as they are starting a new 
curriculum, as they have come to the end of the EYFS 
(Early Years Foundation Stage) and are starting KS1 
(Key Stage 1) curriculum.  

 

The Year 1 Curriculum has high expectations and will be 
challenging for all children.  



Welcome to Year 1 
To ensure a smooth transition from Reception to Year 1, for 
the first half term we ensure their learning environment is a 
mix of the Reception class routines, with year 1 more formal 
KS1 routines gradually being introduced.  

 

Over the year the children adapt to the changes very quickly, 
and rest assured we always make the learning as much fun as 
we possibly can! 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to outline some of the 
routines. 

 



Reading   
Each child will read with an adult in school 2 times a week individually 
or as a group. The groups will be rotated so over the period of the 
two weeks, all children will have been read with individually by the 
teacher and teaching assistant. The group read will involve a group of 
6-7 children and will be represented by a stamp in their diary. 

 

A short list of reading targets will be set in your child’s reading 
diary, which is matched to the colour reading band they are on. These 
are there so that when you are reading with your child at home you 
have a brief overview of what targets they are working on.  

 

A variety of reading books are used throughout the day – story 
books, non-fiction and poetry. 

We welcome parent helpers to be our ‘Reading Buddies’ with the 
children. If you are interested in doing this please contact the school 
office. 



Reading   
For those still working on word boxes, these will be sent home in book 
bags. Please ensure you are practicing these regularly until your child 
can read them with minimal decoding. 

 

Key rings are high frequency words that the children should learn by 
sight. These are words that can’t be sounded out and the learn them 
from memory, please practice them with your child until they are able 
to recognise and read them.  

 

If your child has these please practice with them at home as well as 
their reading books. 

 

The children can also bring home a school library book to share with 
you. The Year 1 children will visit the library once a week and books 
will be changed every other week. Please enjoy these books with your 
child.  



Phonics and spelling 
Weekly spellings will be sent home in small yellow spelling book in 
the children’s book bags. The spellings will be linked to the sounds 
learnt that week in phonics. 

 

Please help your child to learn the spelling words as they have a 
spelling quiz every Friday. 

 

In addition each child will be given Common Exception spelling list in 
their Home Activity Folder. This list of words have been taken 
from the Year 1 National Curriculum and the children are expected 
to be able to spell all of these words by the end of Year 1. Every 
half term the children are assessed on these and the words they 
are able to spell will be highlighted in pink. Please continue to 
practice the remaining words at home.  

 

 

 



Phonics and spelling 
Common Exception spellings are also discretely taught as part of our 
English and Maths lessons, however we would like your support 
throughout the school year with practising to spell these words at 
home as well. The best method will be Look, Cover, Write, Check as 
they do not follow specific rules. The children should also be 
encouraged to practise applying the spellings into sentences ensuring 
they can spell the words correctly in their written work.  

Regular assessments take place to ensure your child is working within 
the phonic phase that best suits their needs. We look for the children 
to apply their phonics spellings in their writing as well as their Friday 
Quiz.  

 

Please note the children will begin with 6 words a week to learn in their 
yellow spelling book. This may increase to 8 as the year progresses. We 
also add an additional 1 or 2 extra words that follow the same spelling 
rule/sound, for example, ‘ch’ sound, chin, chop, chap, chick, much, such 
and bonus words chip and rich.  

 

 



Writing 
 

• Your child will be supported in their writing by being provided with; 
word banks, caddies and modelled examples. In each lesson, the 
teacher will ensure that the children fully understand the task by 
showing a WAGOLL (What a good one looks like) or creating a 
shared write as a class to understanding the writing process.  

• The children will be using yellow handwriting books as their english 
books. This is to encourage children’s letter formation. By the end 
of Year 1, the children will be expected to be using cursive script to 
join their letters. The children will not be looping their letters until 
Year 2; g, y, j, etc.  

• Here is an example of what the handwriting should look like by the 
end of Year 1.  



Maths 
• Your child will be supported in their maths learning by 

being provided with lots of resources, for example; 
dienes, bead strings, number squares, cubes and numicon, 
etc.  

 

• The children will be taught how to use their resources to 
support their understanding of the concepts.  

 

 

• There will be a high expectation of layout in books – 
children to be expected to write one digit in each box. 
This will be modelled to them repeatedly throughout the 
year.  



Book of Brilliance 
At the beginning of each half term, your child will be provided 
with a brand new Book of Brilliance activity board game! This 
will include activities from across the curriculum, offering a 
variety of learning opportunities for the children. Your child will 
be expected to complete at least 5 activities per half term.  

 

Maths activities will typically be a game on the ‘Mathletics’ 
website or a practical activity. Reading activities will typically be 
on ‘Bug Club’.  

 

Book of Brilliance is designed to introduce a learning topic or 
consolidate previous learning. We will outline which this is in the 
overview.  

 



Home Activities 
As a school, we subscribe to an online reading programme called 
Bug Club for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 . A range 
of texts are presented in an exciting, child-friendly way, with 
quiz questions to answer, a ‘read-aloud’ option and virtual prizes 
to collect. Your child has been given their personal login details, 
which can be found in their yellow reading diary. Your child has 
been allocated online books that match the colour reading band 
of their school reading books. If their reading colour band 
changes, so will the Bug Club books as quickly as we can! 

 

Login details for the Learning Platform, Mathletics and Bug Club 
are in the front of  your child’s reading diary. 

 



P.E 
Both classes have P.E on a Monday and Tuesday 
afternoon.  

 

P.E. kit will ideally stay in school until half term to go 
home for a wash! 

 

Kit is white t-shirt, red shorts, black plimsolls, jogging 
bottoms, sweat shirt and socks. Socks are essential for 
girls who wear tights in Winter.  

 

Please ensure that your child’s P.E kit is clearly named, 
including plimsolls! 

 

 



Fruit and water 
Children have fruit in the morning and afternoon at 
playtimes. Fruit donations from home are welcomed.  

 

Named water bottles can be brought in and kept in the 
classroom for drinking when needed.  

 

There are water fountains in our cloakroom and outside 
for playtimes and lunchtimes.  

 



End of the day 
Handing the children over to an adult at the end of the day is a very 
important part of our day. It is important that we see who each child is 
going home with, so we ask you for your patience while we get to know 
you and recognise all your faces. 

 

Please write any changes to your child’s pick up arrangements in the 
going home book, which is situated in the school playground during 
dropping off time each morning. This makes the teacher aware of whom 
your child is going home with before the end of the day. It is very 
important that you fill this book out, especially if your child is going 
home with someone who is unknown to the teacher. If this happens and 
the book hasn’t been filled out, the teacher will need to call you for 
confirmation before she can hand your child over to another adult. As 
we are sure you understand this is for safeguarding reasons. If you are 
unable to write in the book yourself or have a change of plan during the 
school day you can always ring the school office and let them know and 
they will write it in the book for you. 



Class assemblies 
 

We have a class assembly once a term. We will send 
words home to learn in their reading diaries – please 
help them to practise speaking confidently and in a loud 
voice!   

 

Badger Class Assembly - Tuesday 17th October. 

Hedgehog Class Assembly – Thursday 19th October. 

 

We will give you plenty of notice about costumes if 
needed.  

 



Curriculum Talks 
 

Once a term, there is an opportunity for the parents to 
join us for a curriculum workshop.  

 

The aim of this is to ensure the parents are aware of 
everything we do at school to support your child’s 
learning. This will be focused on a particular subject 
area, for example; phonics or writing. 

 

The date for the Year 1 Autumn term Curriculum talk is 
Thursday 2nd November. 

 



Class puppets 
 

Two class puppets are sent home with 2 children every 
Friday to be returned on Monday morning.  

 

This activity helps children to practise their writing at 
home, as well as building confidence when they share 
their weekend news with the class.  

 



Trips 
We aim to have a local trip (walking) every term and we 
a have confirmed further trip (by coach) every term.  

 

 

We will ask for helpers to join us and really appreciate 
your support with trips. Without your help we cannot go! 
Thanks in advance for your time.  



Thank you for 
listening! 

 
Any questions? Please 

feel free to ask & we will 
do our best to answer 

them!  


